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sages of his life, since the revolution, had made me con-
sider him as a complete demagogue, with the common
sordid views of demagogues, altho' an able man; but I
found by his early letters, when any hyprocrisy was out
of the question, so many of the same views of politics,
that one cannot doubt that he was, in the main, sincere,
and he certainly seems, with the feeling of a true lover
of his country, always to be thinking of rendering her any
service or of introducing any new means of prosperity
and comfort. I am also quite of your opinion as to
Moore's life of Byron, as far as it respects the action of
Moore, considered as a friend to Byron. He is one of
those "damned good natured friends" whom Sir Fretful
Plagiary speaks of in The Critic—yet I am not sorry at
any view of human nature and am rather glad to see the
obliquities (to use no harsher term) of men of distin-
guished parts, shewn in broad daylight, when it is done
without any fault of my own or of those I love. Lady
Byron's vindication is perfect, as far as she is concerned—
but I hope some officious friend will yet tell us what the
conduct was on his part, which barred all forgiveness. I
have, hitherto, had no doubt that there was a lurking
insanity which poisoned his whole life. My old friend
Mr Adams has distinguished himself, but he is not en-
titled to all the glory you give him, for he is not more
than 73 years old. Has Rogers ever thanked you for
Cole's picture or given any opinion about the. merit of
it"? I cannot find that he has taken any pains to patronize
him, which I am very sorry for.
Pray remember me affectionately
to Mrs Cooper, and believe me,
D' Sir, truly Yrs
CWilkes

